Clinical applications of computer-based health information.
Competitive health care systems are improving their clinical and cost efficiency by performing clinical practice analyses. Large numbers of severity-adjusted cases provide the most objective data for making clinical efficiency decisions. The most cost-effective way to perform these analyses is to utilize well-coded, computer-based health information. This requires consistent coding of patients' comorbidities and complications as well as an interactive working relationship between coders and clinicians providing the clinical practice analysis. The article describes one hospital's evolving clinical efficiency information needs, how its health information system met them, the clinical practice analysis procedure, and the outcomes of this clinical practice analysis.